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9th October 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Today, I hope you have received a link to a survey in which we seek your views about the home learning 

we provided for your children during the school closure period. Can I request that you take the time to 

respond to this survey as we will be using the information you share to reshape our home learning offer? 

 

To clarify, this offer will be provided if your child needs to isolate and is well enough to complete school 

work. We will be working with the children in school (where appropriate) to continue to build their skills on 

Teams and the online platforms so that they are able to tackle some tasks by themselves if learning this 

way becomes necessary – of course with you overseeing whenever they are online. 

 

At this time of year we are usually busy planning and booking parent teacher consultations. This year these 

will take place over the telephone in the first two weeks after half term. These meetings/calls will be 

staggered across a greater number of evenings as we only have three telephone lines in the school. 

Teachers will be asking you to book a time slot during which they will call you. Now, more than ever, these 

meetings are really key so that we can work together to prioritise key learning which has been missed 

along with supporting your child’s emotional well-being and development. We will share dates and times, 

along with how to book a slot, in next week’s newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Harvey 

 

 

World Mental Health Day 

On Saturday 10th October it is World Mental Health Day. As a school we will be reflecting on how we 
maintain positive mental health and well-being and the importance of talking to each other.  
 
We are inviting children and their families to send in photos that show the activities they do to support 
positive well-being; this could be walking the family dog, baking, singing, drawing, exercising, feeding the 
fish, talking, listening to music, gardening, crafts, anything that works for you! 
 
We would like to make a display in the hall to reflect how we all take care of our well-being and promote 
positive mental health.  
 
Please can the photos be in school by Wednesday 14th October. They can be sent in as printed copies or 
emailed to office@bishopslydeard.bwmat.org 
 

Staying Safe 
 If you have a Child Protection (Safeguarding) concern, please see a Safeguarding Lead (Mrs Harvey or Mrs Culverhouse) or ring Somerset Direct on 

0300 123 2224 
 If you notice a Health & Safety concern, please report it to Mrs Harvey or Mrs Fillingham 

 We have children with nut allergies so please remember our school is a nut free school 

 Mobile phones must not be used within the school grounds 

 If you drive your children to school, please park responsibly on the surrounding roads   
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Reception 2021 Open Evenings 
For children starting school in September 2021, we are offering individual booked appointments for families 
on three evenings: Wednesday 21st October, Wednesday 4th November, Wednesday 11th November.  
 
Appointments will be 20 mins each between 3.40-5pm. You will have the opportunity to meet the Reception 
teachers and visit the classrooms.  
 
If you would like to book a visit, please email office@bishopslydeard.bwmat.org  
 
Please also visit our website to view the Ladybird Class page and for up to date EYFS learning.   

 
Badger Class Jigsaw - Rules, Rewards and Consequences 
We played a game where we were split into groups and given a piece of equipment. We then had to create 
a game with rules, rewards and consequences. In talking partners, on small white boards, the children 
thought of the most important rule (responsibility) they should have at their school. We shared these in 
an open discussion about why rules and responsibilities might be necessary in a school environment and in 
society.  We then had time to watch a news clip of the London riots in 2011 and asked the children which 
rules (laws) were being broken, why they thought people were acting in this way and would they have 
joined in. Our class conclusion: rules, rights, and responsibilities are necessary for groups of people to live 
harmoniously together and achieve their goals. 

 
Flu vaccination consent 
If you have not yet given consent for your child to receive the flu vaccine, please visit 
https://saint.sompar.nhs.uk/flu/2020/west by Wednesday 14th October. Please complete the form even if 
you do not give consent.  
The immunisation team will be visiting school on Wednesday 21st October. There is a short video 
demonstrating how the sessions will run this term. https://youtu.be/cdqeuH97_aU 
  

Nursery 
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House Points This week Overall 

Mendip 111 499 

Brendon 267 717 

Blackdown 176 454 

Quantock 206 461 

 
 
Gold Book w/c 05/10/20 
Ladybird Arthur for his counting. Harrison for his wonderfully inventive story.  
Rabbit Leighton for creating a fantastic, imaginative storybook wolf trap and using some fantastic 

adjectives to describe his invention. Lily for showing a growth in her confidence in reading this 
week and being a helpful friend when supporting others to do their best.  

Fox Ruby for her superb effort in reading at home and for her perseverance in Maths. Very well 
done Ruby! William for writing some excellent points in his discussion text and a superb effort in 
answering and explaining the answers to tricky questions in Maths. 

Owl Bruno for great in depth knowledge of programming and engaging so well in the lesson. Vinaya 
for her positive attitude in Maths, especially if the works seems a little tricky! 

Badger Oscar B and Caleb have made huge progress in their handwriting. I am enjoying their stories 
and reports so much more now that they are easy to read and follow. They also include 
everything on the toolkit. 

Dragonfly Alfie for an amazing sentence with a subordinate clause, a relative clause, expanded noun 
phrases and adjectives. Charlie and Bella for settling to work quickly and working hard. Max for 
brilliant programming skills using Scratch. 
 

 

 

 


