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3rd July 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Next Year’s Class Teachers and Transition 

As we near the end of the school year, albeit a different one since Easter, we begin to look to the future. 

We will be talking to the children and writing to you as parents about next year’s teachers early next week.  

As part of this year’s transition, teachers will be writing a letter to their new class to share what the year 

may look like. They will also aim to address some questions frequently asked by the children as well as 

sharing a little about themselves. We will also be offering a group Teams meeting where children can ask 

some of these questions directly. These will take place in the Teams time slots shared with you previously. 

 

Home Learning Offer 

Throughout the school closure period we have offered home learning. We know that some of you have 

really enjoyed this opportunity to support your children with the learning and some of you have had a very 

difficult balancing act to support the learning at home alongside other work and family needs. We also fully 

understand that you have had to make choices to ensure the home learning is well balanced with social, 

emotional and well-being needs and wider life skills of your children.  

 

During this period we are delighted to have been able to support you and your child with both the learning 

and the phone calls. Part of what we have learned is that some of you wish to keep your children ‘ticking 

over’ with their learning to make sure they are as ready as they can be for September and that some of you 

feel you have more time in which you can support your children during the holidays. In light of this, we have 

produced a pack of optional resources which make clear the key learning for each year group along with 

manageable ways in which you could maintain or promote these aspects if this is the right choice for your 

child and family.  

 

To be clear, in no way are we ‘setting’ summer work your child must do. We are simply supplying the 

resources to enable you to continue to support your child if you wish to and it is right for your child and your 

summer plans. The resources will be made available via Teams and if needed in paper format too.  

September Guidance around school opening for September was issued yesterday. You should have 

received a separate letter with information about this.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-

for-full-opening-schools 

 

 

 

 

Staying Safe 
 If you have a Child Protection (Safeguarding) concern, please see a Safeguarding Lead (Mrs Harvey or Mrs Culverhouse) or ring Somerset Direct on 

0300 123 2224 
 If you notice a Health & Safety concern, please report it to Mrs Harvey or Mrs Fillingham 

 We have children with nut allergies so please remember our school is a nut free school 

 Mobile phones must not be used within the school grounds 

 If you drive your children to school, please park responsibly on the surrounding roads   
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INSET 

In case you missed it last week, we have published our INSET days for the coming year. They are again 

attached to this newsletter. 

 

Best wishes 

 
 
 
 

 
Year 1 
It has been a busy time for Year 1. The children in school are working hard and the children learning at 
home are finding creative ways to learn about new things. The Year 1 TEAMS calls have been fantastic. I 
have enjoyed seeing all of the models that the children have been making and listening to their confident, 
detailed descriptions about how they were made. We have also completed some learning on number 
bonds, missing numbers and sequencing numbers- the children are doing well with the technology.  
 
Y1 have also met 'Dobby the Leopard Gecko' on the TEAMS calls and we learnt about her habitat, her 
markings, what and how she eats and where she lives. They could guess where her name 'Dobby' came 
from! I also introduced Y1 to Lilly the dog but she has slept through each call so far!  
 
 
Year 3 
Fox class have had a few video lessons now and we are all getting used to how it all works. We have been 

collecting interesting words this week and finding out their word class and definitions. Xanthe found 

‘vagabond’, ‘befuddled’ and ‘surreptitious’. Wonderful words! John found ‘logical’, ‘Braille’ and ‘Yuletide’. 

Freya found ‘nocturnal’ and ‘scrumptious’ in her reading. The children were tasked with using those words 

as much as possible in their daily lives over the week; we’ll talk about how they got on in our next video 

call.  

 

Well done Fox Class and keep up the amazing work!  Mrs Lewis and Bob the Egg. 

 
 
Year 5 
It has been lovely to see so many of the children, both on TEAMS and around the school over the last few 

weeks and it has been fantastic to see you all again adapting to and showing perseverance when learning 

and communicating with others in a new way! I am incredibly proud of you all and you should all feel proud 

of yourselves and your positive attitudes- I have definitely enjoyed seeing all of your smiling faces again!  

During our TEAMS calls, it has been a pleasure to see the children really enjoy discussing our learning 

concepts with each other and helping others to reinforce our learning of previous subjects. It has been 

great to see the children showing respect to each other and using the functions of TEAMS well to ensure 

they are making the call enjoyable for everybody.  

 

It has also been great to see those children in year 5, who have returned to school, adjusting fantastically to 

being back at school and I have enjoyed being to say hello to them all from across the playground!  

It has also been lovely to hear about all of the fantastic things the children have been getting up to at home 

both in their learning and free time- especially whilst we had all the sunny weather! Robbie has been busy 

completing his eco project and completed a litter pick of his local stream with his brother. They found lots of 

rubbish that people had put into the river- including a broken scooter and 4 golf balls! Well done to them 

both!  



 
Keep up the hard work Badger Class, whether you are in school or at home, you are all doing amazingly!  

 

Miss Collins 

 
Message from Taunton Uniforms 
The shop reopened on 1st July, initially 10am to 3pm. This will be reviewed before the busy “back to school” 
period starts. We will update you again w/c 13th July. 
  
With staff and customers’ safety in mind, the changing rooms will remain closed and garments will be 
quarantined for 48 hours if handled. We have also decided to offer a one to one service. A member of our 
staff will invite one person per household in to the shop to deal with their enquiry. 
  
To relieve the pressure on the shop we are encouraging delivery and click & collect options which can be 
placed online or by telephone. It would also be helpful to speed up the process if parents/carers could 
check our website for sizing and requirements. 
  
Thank you,  
Wendy Rose, Taunton Uniforms 
 

Summer Reading Challenge 

 

The theme for this year’s Summer Reading challenge is Silly Squad.  To join the Silly Squad you will need 

to register online at https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/  You can create an account on the site, track 

your progress in the challenge, and get book recommendations. They also have games, quizzes, and 

competitions. 

 

With the libraries currently closed you can use electronic books as part of the challenge.  There are lots to 

choose from at Libraries West so why not take a look at 

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default  You will need a valid library membership card and a 

tablet or smartphone to download the free cloudLibrary app.   

 

In addition, Oxford Owl are offering a free eBook library for children aged 3–11 years old.  Why not have a 

look at what books are available here https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ 

 

You may also be interested to know that Bishops Lydeard Community Library has a Facebook page.  Every 

week we are posting online Storytime videos, Lego challenges, craft activities and book reviews.  We will 

also be posting updates on what is happening with your local library.  You can find our Facebook page at  

https://www.facebook.com/Bishops-Lydeard-Library-378297716154227/?ref=py_c 

 

Keep reading and we hope to see you back in the library soon. 
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