
Newsletter 34 
Summer 2019/20  

Bishops Lydeard  
Church School 

office@bishopslydeard.bwmat.org 

01823 432582 

Bishops Lydeard Church School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people. 

Respect                     Endurance                     Friendship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26th June 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

As ever, it has been such a pleasure hearing about the children’s ongoing learning, both at home 

and in school. I am also both delighted and proud of the way in which your children tackle new 

challenges with such enthusiasm – this week it has taken the form on group Teams meetings. I 

know the teachers have simply loved seeing more of the children (even if it is online for now). 

They certainly wear a smile for the rest of the day after the meetings! If your child has not yet 

joined these sessions they are running each Monday and Friday for the rest of this term so there is 

still chance yet. 

 

We have now received the details of this summer’s reading challenge. It is a really good way of 

enthusing your child to read during the summer. Doing so would certainly set them in good stead 

for a strong start to the next school year, particularly given the extended period of time out of 

school for most. Please take a look at the details below. We look forward to celebrating the 

certificates upon our return. 

 

Can I request that you do keep supporting your child to communicate with their teachers about 

learning, whether that be via Teams posts, uploading work, handing in paper copies of work or by 

emailing the school office? These conversations are a key way in which we can continue to 

support your child’s progress with their learning. 

 

Please see attached the INSET days for the next school year. 

 

Trust Matters 

Over the recent months and weeks the Trust has been invaluable in supporting the introduction 

and subsequent development of Teams within our home learning provision. Staff have also 

continued their professional development by taking part in Trust wide sessions and opportunities. 

We also benefit greatly from the continued weekly safeguarding updates and meetings which have 

taken place throughout the ‘school closure period’. These support the leadership team to continue 

to offer robust safeguarding and support at a time when the situation is markedly different to usual. 

 

Best wishes 

 
 

Staying Safe 
 If you have a Child Protection (Safeguarding) concern, please see a Safeguarding Lead (Mrs Harvey or Mrs Culverhouse) or ring Somerset Direct on 

0300 123 2224 
 If you notice a Health & Safety concern, please report it to Mrs Harvey or Mrs Fillingham 

 We have children with nut allergies so please remember our school is a nut free school 

 Mobile phones must not be used within the school grounds 

 If you drive your children to school, please park responsibly on the surrounding roads   
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Year 2 
It has been great to see that Year 2 are still working hard with their learning in and out of school over the 

past few weeks. Our year 2 TEAMS meeting was very successful on Monday this week where we learnt 

basic skills to support us when using TEAMS and were able to share our favourite book with the rest of the 

class. Lots of year 2 children wanted to read their books aloud to the group which was fantastic; I really 

enjoyed listening to you read aloud again. I have also enjoyed hearing all about what you have been up to 

as well as meeting lots of your new pets! 

Keep working hard and I look forward to seeing you again in our next TEAMS meeting!  

Miss Sparks   

 
Year 6 
 
Year 6 it has been lovely to see so many of your faces this week in our TEAMS meetings. You have 

showed yet again that you are masters of technology – there is so much I could learn! I really enjoyed 

being part of the transition meetings with you all and with Mr Porter and Mrs Williamson from Kingsmead 

school. I know that you impressed them with your attention, politeness and fantastic range of questions. I 

know that at the minute it may feel like a really ‘big’ change for you as you think about moving up to 

Kingsmead but I also know that you have really grown in independence this year and perhaps particularly 

during ‘lockdown’ with organising learning from home.  You are ready for this! You can do it! By now you 

may already have received your pack from Kingsmead (or you will soon receive it) and will know who your 

tutor is. I know that whoever becomes the next teacher to have the pleasure of caring for you, they will find 

you a delight as I have done. 

 

Thank you once again for helping each other out on TEAMS with 

questions about your learning, thank you for still asking questions about 

your learning as this shows that you care and thank you for keeping 

going with your work. I look forward each week to the photographs and 

documents you upload of your work. There are just 3 weeks left of your 

time at primary school – keep working with all that determination and 

pride that I have seen all year. Next week your learning in English is all 

linked to reflecting on your time at primary school and you have the 

opportunity to create some work which will go into a leavers’ booklet 

that we would like to create. Please make every effort to do the writing 

as combined together, it will make a lovely keepsake for you. 

 

I look forward to reading what you write and seeing your photographs. 

Take care my dears. 

Mrs Harris 

 
Environmental project  

Children have been busy developing their own passions as part of 
home learning. Millie has enjoyed improving her photography skills and 
Rowan has enjoyed real life science by identifying a range of different 
moth species and dissecting flowers and looking at them under a 
microscope. Jack has been busy improving his local environment by 
completing a litter pick for his summer project linked to the 
environment. 
 



Litter pick at the park 

I chose to do a litter pick because when Dad and I 

played football at the park last week we noticed piles 

upon piles of litter. This included cans, sweet 

wrappers, bottles and paper. When we got home I told 

Mum about it and we decided to do something. So on 

Saturday we set off. 

 

When we arrived, we saw lots of rubbish. Armed with 

bags, litter pickers and gloves we started. After 10 

minutes we had still not finished clearing the muga 

and the hut area (this was definitely the worst area of 

the park). Me, Amy, Mum and Dad we able to collect 2 

IKEA bags full of litter from the park. 

 

In conclusion, no-one should drop litter at the park. There are 4 bins in easy reach, but nobody seems to 

use them. I really hated that we found so much in the bushes – people thought if they hid it there it didn’t 

matter, but it did! 

 

We did feel really good afterwards, that in 40 minutes we had helped make the park look so much better, 

but it shouldn’t be a problem in the first place. Hopefully it will look better for a while, but I worry that it 

won’t. 

 

Jack, Year 6 

 
Mr Dakin’s Class 
We have set up a new class in school for years 2, 3 and 4. We have 10 amazing children everyday who are 
excited to see their friends and learn new skills. We finished our first week back with a writing project. Our 
only rule was that our story had to be set in the Quantock hills. We did our planning outside, looking at our 
scene. We are so lucky to live in such a beautiful area.  
 
 
Once we did our planning, we went inside and started to create our stories. We talked about grammar 
features we could include to make our writing more interesting for the reader. Here are some of our story 
summaries. Seren - a hidden abandon ruin, filled with treasure is lost in the Quantocks. Can anyone find it? 
Rosie - Jazz finds an abandoned shack in the hills. She finds a crystal vial that smashes and freezes the 
world. Lily - a mean witch gives a potion to a lonely sheep. Matilda - a forbidden pool in a burrow under a 
magical tree has a magical octopus that has powers. People are looking for him. Summer - 3 children live 
in a spooky cottage on the hill. They hear a knock on the door but no one was there.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Summer Reading Challenge 

 

The theme for this year’s Summer Reading challenge is Silly Squad.  To join the Silly Squad you 

will need to register online at https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/  You can create an account 

on the site, track your progress in the challenge, and get book recommendations. They also have 

games, quizzes, and competitions. 

 

With the libraries currently closed you can use electronic books as part of the challenge.  There 

are lots to choose from at Libraries West so why not take a look at 

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default  You will need a valid library membership 

card and a tablet or smartphone to download the free cloudLibrary app.   

 

In addition, Oxford Owl are offering a free eBook library for children aged 3–11 years old.  Why not 

have a look at what books are available here https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-

book/library-page/ 

 

You may also be interested to know that Bishops Lydeard Community Library has a Facebook 

page.  Every week we are posting online Storytime videos, Lego challenges, craft activities and 

book reviews.  We will also be posting updates on what is happening with your local library.  You 

can find our Facebook page at  https://www.facebook.com/Bishops-Lydeard-Library-

378297716154227/?ref=py_c 

 

Keep reading and we hope to see you back in the library soon. 

 

Rebecca Hill 

Library and Information Officer 

Bishops Lydeard Community Library 
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