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Dear All,  

 

Please let me start by saying that the health and safety of your children (along with that of our staff and yours as 

parents) is an absolute priority. As we look to planning for any return to school will have this as our main aim along 

with continued support to learn. 

 

In last week’s newsletter I said I would be asking for your support to shape any potential reopening plans. Can I now 

please call on you to aid us with this? 

 

Below are a number of questions which we would like feedback on to better understand what the previous few months 

have been like for you and your children. We would also like to know your hopes, thoughts and worries. Your parent 

forum representatives have kindly said they will feed your thinking back to Mrs Culverhouse and myself. In addition, 

next week, we will send you an individual survey which we would be grateful if you could complete. 

 

The government guidance remains very new (it was released on Monday evening) and you may or may not have seen 

aspects of it reported upon. Please see below a few infographics to outline the guidance along with a link to the full 

documents. This information will now be used to shape the potential phased reopening of our school. 

 

 

What has changed? 

 

 
 

From June 1st the government may ask us make a phased reopening for children, but only from 

Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and year 6.  School will still be open for key workers’ children and 

vulnerable children. 

 

 

What about their brothers and sisters? 

We will continue to support with home learning. 

 

 

 

Staying Safe 
 If you have a Child Protection (Safeguarding) concern, please see a Safeguarding Lead (Mrs Harvey or Mrs Culverhouse) or ring Somerset Direct on 

0300 123 2224 
 If you notice a Health & Safety concern, please report it to Mrs Harvey or Mrs Fillingham 

 We have children with nut allergies so please remember our school is a nut free school 

 Mobile phones must not be used within the school grounds 

 If you drive your children to school, please park responsibly on the surrounding roads   

mailto:office@bishopslydeard.bwmat.org
mailto:office@bishopslydeard.bwmat.org


How are you making sure school is as safe as possible? 

 
 

Does my child have to come to school? 

         There will be no fines if your child does not go to school. 

 

Will my child be tested? 

 Yes, if your child shows symptoms of Coronavirus they will be able to be tested.  

What if there is a case of Coronavirus in the school? 

 
What else might change? 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-

wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-

from-1-june-2020 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
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I am certain there will be many questions. Some we may already have the answer for and others not. Please do be 

reassured that before opening I will be sharing with you as much information as I can so that you can make an 

informed choice based on our best offer. The decision for many may not be an easy one and I wish for you to have a 

high level of clarity around what ‘life in school’ will look like. I feel it is important that you have an understanding of 

the aspects which are fixed (such as the cleaning frequency) and that which will be our best endeavour (for example 

how close your child may come to others within the building and classrooms and outside during break time and 

lunch time). 

 

This is a situation in which it is not going to be possible to adapt to meet everybody’s needs or preferred options. It is 

however, our intention to hear your voices as clearly as we can and to use this information (along with our 

professional judgement and guidance) to inform and shape our provision to be as safe and productive as it can be. 

We must of course remain in line with government guidelines and are rightly tasked with applying it to our unique 

local situation. 

 

And so to the questions: 

How have you found the school closure period?  

What have been the biggest challenges? 

What have been the best opportunities? 

Do you think this has led to any needs upon return to schooling? 

Home schooling/learning seems set to continue for a period.  

Do you have any feedback that could help us to refine this practice? 

*You will also receive an individual survey around this in the coming fortnight* 

The need for social distancing, frequent cleaning (hand and surfaces), along with staff availability 
and the physical spaces available are will shape the nature of the opening we offer.  
What are you hoping we can achieve? 
What are you most concerned about? What could we consider doing to reduce this concern? 
 
*We will be supplying much information to aid clarity and with the aim of reducing uncertainties.* 

How comfortable are you with the idea of school opening in some way at this time?  
 

What are you hoping we can get back to before the summer break?  
 

Smaller groups of children provide us with the opportunity to distance further. These groups will 

need to be consistent to reduce the possible spread of Covid-19. They will run through learning time 

as well as break and lunchtime.  

What are your feelings about this?  

Some children will find this potentially upsetting. We have ways to support children and try and 

mitigate this effect but you may able to think of more?  

 

Using teaching assistants (under the direction of a teacher) to lead groups of children would 

potentially enable us to open for more children. 

 

We would like to know your thoughts on this. 

Are there any aspects that would present as a difficulty to your family situation?  
 
Is there anything we might be able to consider doing (within the guidelines) as a school to mitigate 
this?  
 

Are there any other ways in which we could consider supporting you or your child at this time? 

 



Before the decision to reopen is made there is much to be considered, decided and completed. We will be using the 
best information available to make decisions. Risk assessments will be in place along with practices, protocols and 
policies – these will have been scrutinised and staff will have been trained. Our governors and Trust will be working 
alongside us in doing so. In all we do the health and safety of your children (and the rest of our community – 
yourselves included) will be our absolute priority. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Harvey 

 

Parent Forum Representatives: 
The class representatives are: Mrs Date YR, Mrs KneeY1, Mrs Chalkey Y2, Mrs Sprangle Y3, Mrs Machell Y4, Mrs 
Hayes Y5 and Mrs Lambert Y6. 
 
 
Year 2 

It has been lovely seeing all the learning that Rabbit class have been doing this week! Many children have 
been very creative with their writing as well as drawing their own pictures to go alongside their work. Lots of 
you have been excelling with your computer skills and typing your learning on word, which has been 
fantastic to see! 

When speaking to children and families on the phone it has been great to hear all the exciting things you 
have been doing such as making boats and racing them down the river, joining in with PE and dance 
classes online, making cakes and going on family walks! 

Thank you Rabbit class for all you have been doing so far, I look forward to hearing more again soo 

 
Year 4 

I have been so impressed with how Owl class have responded during this time. Firstly, I would like to recognise the 
hard work of the children and their parents in persevering, completing tasks and being so creative in helping their 
children learn; especially those who have wrestled and rolled out the Microsoft Teams resource. It has been so 
impressive to see and read all you have achieved and are achieving online. 
 
 

 
Over the past few weeks, Owl class have been hard at work but what I have enjoyed most is looking at how they are 
caring for the world around them. Marianna won a competition to design a chandelier and donated the £100 prize 
money to the NHS charity foundation. Sonny created a beautiful 'Stay at Home' rainbow banner to support the NHS. If 
you want to work in different ways, maybe take the example of James reading his book outside or Tristan working in 



the garden. Make sure you wear a sun hat and sun cream of course. Learning doesn't have to be in books as Rosie 
and Eli have shown. Rosie has become a keen photographer and has enjoyed exploring nature, taking photographs 
and using the computer to edit them. Eli has been working in the garden to create a bee hotel. Bees are so important 
for our world because of their pollination of so many plants, trees and flowers.  

 
The highlight of the previous weeks has been 
talking to Owl class in the weekly well-being 
phone calls. It was funny to experience you all 
become more comfortable talking to your 
teacher over the phone - parents included! 
Hearing your voices, how you are doing, what 
you have been up to, has really made the last 
few weeks so much more enjoyable. I have 
been so impressed with all you are achieving. 
 
 
Personally we are one week till Baby Dakin's 
due date and myself and Ruth are very excited. 
We have been really blessed by the support and 
wishes we have received from everyone. Stay 
posted for photos when baby finally arrives. I am 
very impatient. 

 
Miss you all and hope to see you all soon, 
Mr Dakin 

          

Year 6 
Thank you for all your amazing efforts over the last few weeks with your learning 
Dragonfly Class. You always make me incredibly proud. As I write this, it would have 
been SATs week. I know how hard you have worked over the year to be able to do 
your best and even though you have not had to sit the tests, all of your hard work has 
meant that you have made fantastic progress and are ready for your move to 
secondary school. I know that we haven’t been able to have our duvet day in school 
but maybe you could have your own at home! 
 
Over the last few weeks, I have been particularly impressed with the way that you 
have supported each other through various messages on TEAMS. You are quite 
impressive teachers! Your explanations of how to solve maths problems or support 
with how to write something were fantastic. You have also taught me a thing or two 
when it comes to technology and you have definitely broadened my knowledge of 
emojis! I was not aware there were so many! I have really enjoyed reading your portal 
stories, diaries linked to volcanoes and King Midas, myths based on King Midas and a newspaper report. You have 
been incredibly busy! I have also been really impressed with the amount of maths you have completed and how well 
you have remembered and used your learning from school. Seeing your writing, your editing and all of your maths 
work has made me incredibly proud of you. Those of you who have been in school, you are always there with a smile 
on your face - setting fantastic example of behaviour and learning and helping the younger children out. Thank you. 
 

I look forward each week to speaking to you on the phone and hearing about everything 
you have been doing. You all sound so incredibly grown up on the phone and it has 
been lovely just having time to have a natter! Thank you for being so polite and asking 
how everyone at school is doing too – you are a real credit to yourselves and your 
families.  
 
During our phone calls I have heard about the many different and varied things you 
have been up to in your homes. You have been busy with: baking and baking 
competitions, helping out in the garden, painting fences (and yourselves in the 
process), dancing on the decking, identifying moths found in your garden, online dance 
classes, many different Easter celebrations, decorations and much chocolate, 
celebrating birthdays in lockdown, trampolining, a range of different science 
experiments, helping out by walking the dog, creating bunting and decorations for VE 
day, baking wartime recipes, helping younger siblings out and even fitting a kitchen! 
From talking to your parents I know that they are just as proud of you as I am. 

 
Thank you for being amazing Dragonfly Class! 
Mrs Harris 
 


