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Dear Parents,  
 
I am sending this ‘out of the usual routine’ newsletter so that you are kept fully up to date with our current situation. 
 
We have a number of teaching staff who are following government guidance (please see overleaf) and remaining at 
home as a member of the household is displaying either a new persistent cough or a high temperature. At present, 
they themselves do not have these symptoms. 
 
Across the school we also have a number of children who are remaining at home (for 14 days) because they do have 
either a high temperature or a new persistent cough. This is in line with the government guidance. Others are 
remaining home as household members have the need to self isolate. 
 
Today is the first day in which we have had to merge year groups.  Reception and Year 1 have been taught together 
as have Years 2 and 3. I have to say the children have been exceptional and have simply carried on with their learning 
as if nothing has changed. For this, I thank not only the children but all the staff too. 
 
For two reasons I have made the decision that all clubs are now ceasing to run until further notice. Firstly, I need to do 
my utmost to preserve the health and well-being of the staff still able to be in work. I am sure you can appreciate the 
increase in workload of teaching a mixed age class and preparing a wider range of resources. In addition, our staff are 
also working on preparing work which can be completed at home. Secondly, we need to manage the contact with 
outside coaches. I do apologise for the inconvenience I know this will cause.  
 
Please see below the link to the guidance around vulnerable groups. If this does change your thinking around your 
child’s attendance do please let us know. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-
people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults 
 
I must say I am touched by the offers of support from the community, whether it be to come in and clean or to support 
in class (subject to the usual DBS clearance). If you are able to offer support do please let us know as we may need to 
draw on you in the future. I know, personally speaking, looking outwards to support others really does help. 
 
In this vein, please see the link below to the local Coronavirus community page. If you would like to be involved please 
take a look. 
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=bishops%20lydeard%20coronavirus%20community%20help&epa=SEARCH
_BOX 
 
Finally, to be clear, we will email any closures (full or partial) and we will email class merges. If you do not have a 
communication from us please assume we are open with the regular class structure. Of course we will endeavour to 
let you know as early as possible but the changes may be necessitated at short notice. 
 
Thank you for your continued understanding at this time. I wish you and your families all the best. 
 
Kind regards, 
Lisa Harvey 
 
 
 
 

Staying Safe 
 If you have a Child Protection (Safeguarding) concern, please see a Safeguarding Lead (Mrs Harvey or Mrs Culverhouse) or ring Somerset Direct on 

0300 123 2224 
 If you notice a Health & Safety concern, please report it to Mrs Harvey or Mrs Fillingham 

 We have children with nut allergies so please remember our school is a nut free school 

 Mobile phones must not be used within the school grounds 

 If you drive your children to school, please park responsibly on the surrounding roads   
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Government Guidance 
 

If you live alone and you have symptoms of coronavirus illness (COVID-19), however mild, stay at home 
for 7 days from when your symptoms started. (The ending isolation section below has more information) 
 
If you live with others and you are the first in the household to have symptoms of coronavirus, then then 
you must stay at home for 7days, but all other household members who remain well must stay at home and 
not leave the house for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house 
became ill. See explanatory diagram 
 
For anyone else in the household who starts displaying symptoms, they need to stay at home for 7 days 
from when the symptoms appeared, regardless of what day they are on in the original 14 day isolation 
period. (The ending isolation section below has more information, and see explanatory diagram 
 
It is likely that people living within a household will infect each other or be infected already. Staying at home 
for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the household could pass on to others in the 
community 
 
If you can, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and those with underlying health 
conditions) out of your home, to stay with friends or family for the duration of the home isolation period 
 

If you cannot move vulnerable people out of your home, stay away from them as much as possible 

 

If you have coronavirus symptoms: 

- do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital 

- you do not need to contact 111 to tell them you’re staying at home 

- testing for coronavirus is not needed if you’re staying at home 

 

Plan ahead and ask others for help to ensure that you can successfully stay at home and consider what 
can be done for vulnerable people in the household 

 

Ask your employer, friends and family to help you to get the things you need to stay at home 

 

Wash your hands regularly for 20 seconds, each time using soap and water, or use hand sanitiser 

 

If you feel you cannot cope with your symptoms at home, or your condition gets worse, or your symptoms 
do not get better after 7 days, then use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service. If you do not have internet 
access, call NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 999 
 

 

Contact details 
 

Please do ensure we have your most up to date contact details as we may need to contact you at short 
notice if your child becomes ill during the school day. Thank you 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#ending-isolation
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/873359/Stay_at_home_guidance_diagram.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#ending-isolation
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/873359/Stay_at_home_guidance_diagram.pdf
https://111.nhs.uk/


Thank you! 
An enormous thank you to the Bird in Hand pub who raised £340.00 at a recent quiz and donated the money to the 
school for our class readers.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

   Thank you! 
 
  

April 

6
th
 – 17

th
   Easter holidays 

May 

4
th
 – 7

th
   Year 5 Kilve Residential (under review) 

July 

17
th
   Inset Day 

20
th
  Inset Day  

 


