
Music Scheme of Work 
Aims 
Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, 
organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 
 

National Curriculum Objectives Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 
 
Resources: Singup, Music Express 

Sing in tune.  
 
Perform simple melodic 
and rhythmic parts.  
 
Improvise repeated 
patterns. 
 
Singing in 2 part rounds 
 
Perform using music 
tubes / boomwhackers 

Sing in tune with 
awareness of others.  
 
Perform simple melodic 
and rhythmic parts with 
awareness of others.  
 
Singing in 2, 3 or 4 part 
rounds 
 
Perform simple tunes on 
a xylophone 

Play an accompaniment 
on an instrument (e.g. 
glockenspiel, bass drum 
or cymbal). 
 
Singing in rounds and 
partner songs and in 
canon 
 
Play an accompaniment 
to a song using pitched or 
rhythmic ostinatos 
 
Sustain a drone or 
melodic ostinato to 
accompany singing.  
 
Recorder: Twinkl Part 1 

Singing in rounds, partner 
songs, in canon and 
simple parts 
 
Combine pitched and 
unpitched instruments 
 
Recorder: Twinkl Part 2 

Improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 
 
Linked to topic 
Resources: Music Express 
 
Inter-related dimensions of music: 
pitch: melody, high or low notes 
duration: length of notes / rhythms 

Choose sounds to create 
a simple effect 
 
Create short repeating 
patterns 
 
 

Combine at least 2 layers 
of music and keep in time 
using a steady beat 
 
 

Combine more than 2 
layers of music kept in 
time with a steady beat 
 
 

Combine more complex 
layers of music and keep 
in time using a steady 
beat 
 



dynamics: volume 
tempo: speed/pace of a piece of music 
timbre: tone / quality of sound 
texture: how tempo, duration and pitch are combined 
in a piece of music 
structure: how a piece of music is organised 

Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

To notice and explore the 
way sounds can be 
combined and used 
expressively. Listen to 
different types of 
composers and 
musicians.  

To notice and explore the 
way sounds can be 
combined and used 
expressively. Listen to 
different types of 
composers and 
musicians.  

To notice and explore the 
way sounds can be 
combined and used 
expressively. Listen to 
different types of 
composers and 
musicians.  

To notice and explore the 
way sounds can be 
combined and used 
expressively. Listen to 
different types of 
composers and 
musicians.  

Use and understand staff and other musical 
notations 

Rhythm notation for 
crotchets and quavers 
including crochet rest 
 
 
Perform from simple 
grids to organise rhythms 

Rhythm notation for 
crotchets, quavers and 
minims including crotchet 
and minim rest 
 
Introduce 4 time, perform  
                   4 
and compose 
 
Introduce stave notation 
for notes on lines C E G 
 

Rhythm notation for 
crotchets, quavers and 
minims, semi-breves 
including crotchet and 
minim rest 
 
Use of 4 and 3 time, 
            4         4 
perform and compose 
 
Introduce notes for 
pentatonic scale (CDE GA) 

Rhythm notation for 
crotchets, quavers and 
minims including crotchet 
and minim rest. 
Introduction of dotted 
rhythms 
 
Use of 4, 3 and 6 time, 
            4   4        8 
perform and compose 
 
Stave notation for notes 
on lines CEGBDF and in 
the spaces FACE 

Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

Begin to recognise and 
identify instruments 
being played.  
 
Comment on likes and 
dislikes.  

Begin to recognise and 
identify instruments and 
numbers of instruments 
and voices being played.  
 
Compare music and 

Compare and evaluate 
different kinds of music 
using appropriate musical 
vocabulary.  
 
Explain and evaluate how 

Analyse and compare 
musical features choosing 
appropriate musical 
vocabulary.  
  
Explain and evaluate how 



 
Recognise how musical 
elements can be used 
together to compose 
music.  
 
Music of the moment: 
whole school / collective 
worship 
 
Links to History and 
Geography topics 
 
Renaissance 
 
Contemporary: 

express growing tastes in 
music.  
 
Explain how musical 
elements can be used 
together to compose 
music.  
 
Music of the moment: 
whole school / collective 
worship 
 
Links to History and 
Geography topics 
 
Baroque 
 
Contemporary: 

musical elements, 
features and styles can be 
used together to 
compose music.  
 
Music of the moment: 
whole school / collective 
worship 
 
Links to History and 
Geography topics 
 
Classical 
 
Contemporary: 

musical elements, 
features and styles can be 
used together to 
compose music.  
 
Music of the moment: 
whole school / collective 
worship 
 
Links to History and 
Geography topics 
 
Romantic 
 
Modern 
 

Develop an understanding of the history of music 
 
Renaissance: 1400 – 1600 (William Byrd, Thomas 
Tallis) 
Baroque: 1600 – 1750 (Bach, Handel, Vivaldi) 
Classical: 1750 – 1820 (Beethoven, Mozart) 
Romantic: 1820 – 1900 (Tchaikovsky, Chopin, 
Schumann) 
Modern: 1890 – 1960 (Bernstein, John  Williams) 
Contemporary: 1960 – (Jazz, Big Band/Swing, Soul, 
Rock ‘n’ Roll, Pop, Funk, Disco, Hip Hop, Indie, R and B) 

Renaissance 
 
Contemporary: 

Baroque 
 
Contemporary: 

Classical 
 
Contemporary: 

Romantic 
 
Modern 
 

 


